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REALISING
1THE DREAM

An old fashioned decoration company with a modern touch, Violet &
George aim to get your home looking great in time for Christmas

Words MARK KEBBLE

erfectly apt for this time of

year, the story of fabric

specialists Violet & George

started in a nightclub. ‘One of
my first businesses was dressing them
with swathes of fabric and I learnt then
the extent to which you can change the
look, feel and acoustics of a room with
the use of fabrics and furniture,” explains
Nicky Mudie.

Post-university, after seeing a gap in
the market for an interior design service
specialising in textiles and bespoke soft
furnishings, the Notting Hill local took
the plunge and launched her own
business in 2009. Talking to Nicky, the
whole process sounds an exciting one.
‘Initially we offer a one-to-one
consultation with potential clients in
their homes to get to know them, to
understand their needs and to give
suitable advice that will suit their homes
and personalities,” Nicky begins. ‘Often
the next stage of the process is to guide

Violet & George offer a
complete interior design service

Blinds can have a huge
impact on a room’s feel
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The Violet & George service
extends to headboards

our client’s budgets, then the fun
part of designing the scheme with
them starts. Often we find
ourselves guiding our clients on a
journey of discovery regarding
their own tastes and influences. Our aim
is to create a home that reflects and
complements our clients’ personalities.’

A stand out feature of Violet &
George is the fact they work alongside
some of the last remaining artisans and
seamstresses in Britain. ‘We pride
ourselves on preserving British
craftsmanship and skills by
manufacturing in Britain using
techniques that could easily be lost,’
Nicky asserts. “Many traditional British
arts and skills in the textiles and fabric
industry are declining as manufacturing
moves overseas and a generation of
craftspeople retires. I am keen to keep
fabric and textiles talents here in Britain
and to keep it alive.’

There are big plans in place for Violet
& George and we get our very own

Nicky Mudie saw a gap
in the Interiors market for
fabric land soft furnishings

Often we find ourselves
guiding our clients on a
Journey of discovery
regarding their tastes

present when Nicky offers us an
exclusive. “You are one of the first to
hear about this,” she says with a smile.
‘I am launching my very own line of
fabrics and wallpaper in collaboration
with Nosca Northfield as RepeatRPT.
With our insider knowledge of clients’
tastes and buying patterns, it was a
natural progression for us to start our
own line. Nosca manages several urban
and contemporary artists and we had
collaborated on so many projects
together, either creating bespoke murals
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To find out where in
Notting Hill inspires

Nicky, visit
theresident.co.uk

Wallpaper will play
a big role in the
future of Violet &
George

or space specific artwork, that we
realised there was a gap in the
market for a more affordable
version of this. The range consists
of wallpapers, fabrics, cushions and
lampshades for now and will
expand into other materials shortly.’

Having lived in Notting Hill for
12 years — “This is the longest I
have ever lived in one place’ — we
chat about how great the area is all
year round and in particular over
the festive period, so has she helped
any locals really embrace the spirit of
Christmas? ‘Our designs are timeless, so
to create a festive vibe we will dress the
home with flowers and a Christmas tree,’
Nicky answers. ‘For clients that require a
full festive experience we will work with
a local florist. The most dynamic was
created with Wild at Heart on
Westbourne Grove where we installed
three trees in a five storey house on
Ladbroke Square: one in the family
room, one in the drawing room and one
on the kids’ floor. Handrails and
mantelpieces were draped with foliage
and the house smelt like Christmas... It
was such fun and took me back to my
early career as a stylist.’

To find out more about Violet & George, visit
violetandgeorge.com
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